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     July 2018 

 

Here are my brief reflections on the 223rd General Assembly (the first was in Philadelphia, in 
1789!). 
 

 Of the items of business I mentioned last month as most likely to cause debate, some 
were debated primarily in committee and did not require much time in plenary Assembly 
meetings.  For example, the Assembly quickly approved the request for an Administrative 
Commission to help our Synod (Synod of the Covenant) deal with dysfunction and disorder. 
 

 In addition: 

 Discussion about the structure of the national church was focused on creating a system 
that is more responsive and transparent.  The Church’s vision, while always a work in pro-
gress, was presented as the call to be Prayerful, Courageous, United, Serving, and Alive 
(yes, that spells PCUSA). 

 Discussion about fossil fuels centered on whether the Assembly would make a symbolic 
gesture by divesting denominational funds from the fossil fuel industry, or would stay in 
conversation with the industry so as to exercise some influence as a shareholder (the deci-
sion was to not divest).  

 Israel and Palestine were the focus of overtures for reconciliation, and the ongoing need 
for justice for peoples of color, poor people, and sexual minorities was the topic of many 
conversations and sermons. 

 Family-leave policies for church workers were deemed to be a justice issue with complex 
financial implications; the committee could not put together a solution in the few days 
available, so they recommended that a task force be established to bring recommenda-
tions to the next GA in 2020. 

 On a subject that has come up several times, the assembly disapproved a motion to per-
mit ruling elders to be ordained without assuming a seat on the session.  

            (Continued on Page 2) 

Pastor’s Prayers  
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(Continued from Page 1) 

 Finances were very much on commissioners’ minds.  Each day they heard the financial im-
plications of decisions they had made, and at times acted to reduce costs.  At the end of the 
Assembly, they voted on the budget and approved an increase in the per capita rate to $8.95 
for the next two years (this is the GA per capita, which we pay as well as presbytery and synod 
per capita).  Per capita funding is the only source of revenue for the work of the Office of the 
General Assembly (OGA). It funds the biennial meetings of the General Assembly, the denom-
ination’s records and statistics, the work of the stated clerk and co-moderators of the General 
Assembly, mid-council relations, shared costs with the Presbyterian Mission Agency, ecumeni-
cal relations, and 62% of the budget of the Presbyterian Historical Society. 

 There is no doubt that the Spirit of God is at work in our church!   I experienced such ener-
gy and hope, such a sense of possibility.  Thanks be to God for our Presbyterian Church (USA)!   
 

** God, you are the giver of life.  We pray for the church in the world.  Sanctify her life, renew 
her worship, give power to her witnessing, and restore her unity.  Give strength to those who 
are searching together for that kind of obedience which creates unity.  Heal the divisions sepa-
rating your children one from another, so that they will make fast, with bonds of peace, the 
unity which the Spirit gives.  Amen.  (from the Church in Zaire) 
 

Grace and peace, Pastor Karen  

Memorial Gifts 

James G. McMillan sent a gift to our Capital Improvement Fund in 

memory of Nancy, J.C., Ruth and Kathleen McMillan. 
 

Margaret Carlson’s son, John, and Pat Kelsey’s son, Dan, were  

remembered by the members of the Rona Hills Women’s Club. 
 

Gifts in memory of Joe Haddix have been received from  

Dottie Anderson, Pat Biggs, Woody & Harriet Ensor,  

the Fueger family, Michael & Kathleen Seewer and  

Steve & Vesta Warthman. 
 

Jaclyn Netts Kline was remembered by Denise Kline Derge, 

Loren R. Kline and Jo Elin Netts Dubois. 
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        CLERK’S                              
 CORNER 

 

Session Recap 
 June 13, 2018 

 

Karen led our opening devotions with 
a reading based on Matthew 6:25-34 
which will be one of the bible passag-
es used at GA.  Requests for joys and 
concerns were shared followed with 
prayer to begin our meeting.  
 
Troy Oliver reviewed the 2018 Finan-
cial Report prepared by Carolyn 
McMillan:  
Total income for May 2018 was  
$12,282.03; total expenses were  
$18,135.63; net ($-5,853.60). 
 
Session approvals: 
 Approved the May 2018 meeting 

minutes.  
 Approved the Vital Statistics: With 

the death of Elder Joe Haddix our 
membership roll total is 113. 

 Approved paying an unbudgeted 
expense to perform routine 
maintenance on the air condition-
ing systems.   

 Approved closing the New Cove-
nant Mutual Funds account and 
depositing the funds into the 5/3 
checking account.      

 Approved the date of July 18, 2018 
for the next Session meeting 
(begins at 10:00 A.M). 

 
Additional Information:     
 Received a donation in memory of 

Jackie Kline.  
 We reviewed the FPC Events Calendar 

from June 13 – July 18.  Changes or ad-
ditions were noted, such as the addi-
tion of the date/time for the Opera-
tions meeting. 

 General Assembly begins June 16 and 
ends June 23.  

 

Ladies Church 

Group out  

celebrating the  

birthdays of  

Jane Arnold  

and  

Corkie  Winters 
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Adult Christian Education News 

 

Sunday Mornings:  We are studying Genesis together, and really enjoying it!  As 

has become our habit, we look at a variety of translations as we read together.  

Discussion is centering on the relevance of this important book for our lives to-

day.  All are welcome! (This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.) 

 

Tuesday Mornings:  Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over 

breakfast at Foy’s Grill.  Again, all are welcome!  (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., 

before heading out to their various volunteer and other commitments.) 

 

Thursday afternoons:  The World’s Greatest Churches is underway, and proving to 
be among the world’s greatest classes.  The professor for this DVD series, Dr. Wil-
liam R. Cook, is a class favorite, and this series has the built-in advantage that 
each lecture can stand alone.  We meet on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the lounge, 
share snacks and enjoy each other’s company, and view and discuss the half-hour 
presentation.  You’re welcome to attend as many of the classes as your schedule 
allows.   
 
Upcoming topics are:   

 
 

After these classes, we’ll be taking a summer break.   
 

Questions?  Please see Shirley Schlafman or Denise Lo Cicéro.   

Date Class Topic 

July 5 Guadalupe and the Cathedral of Mexico City 

July 12 Four Great American Churches 

July 19 La Sagrada Familia 

July 26 The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

August  2 Hagia Sophia 
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
 

    VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 
 

                        DARREL LEISTER 

 Most of us like things to be predictable – it makes us feel comfortable, safe 

and happy.  One thing you can always count on is knowing the first face you will 

see when you walk into the sanctuary on Sunday mornings is our Volunteer of 

the Month – Darrel Leister. About the only time there is an exception to this is 

during the month of September and the first week in October  but rest assured, 

you will see him when you walk in the front door of the church those Sundays 

sitting at the CROP Walk table. 

 Darrel is our “Head Usher” – which means he arrives early and is in charge 

of putting up the hymn numbers, placing the flowers in the urns, lighting the can-

dle,  and greeting you and ensuring you have your bulletin as you walk in to be 

seated.  He also takes up the collection every Sunday.  At the end of the service, 

you will see him taking down the hymn numbers, collecting pew pads, and clean-

ing up the sanctuary. 

 Darrel also sings with the choir.  He joins them right before the anthem be-

gins and afterward returns to his post in the back of the Sanctuary.  We have 

been blessed to have Darrel and his bluegrass group play for us at a few of our 

Meet and Eat Events, which was enjoyed by everyone in attendance. 

 Darrel has been the mainstay for our church for CROP Walk – he provides 

information, collects donations, does the walk, and gives a report after the event 

is over.  Darrel is always the individual who has more donations than any other 

participant in the walk from churches all over Fairborn. 

 First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have Darrel as one of our own!  We 

appreciate seeing his smiling face on Sunday and also his dedication.  Next time 

you see him – give him a pat on the back!! 
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      Proud Grandparents 
     Diane & Erik Sondergelt 

and Mom Katie Hughes! 

 

 

 

Pictures of Kacey Alana Hughes, born Sunday 6/3/18, at 1:46 pm.   
She weighed 8 lbs. 5 oz. and was 19 in. long.  Everyone is doing great! 
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Happy Birthday! 

  

 

Jul 1 Sara Jane Lowe 

  Lily Yeh 

 10 Art Myers 

 11 Edward Lŏw 

 14 Shelda Cox 

 20 Margaret Beaver 

 22 Dorothy Anderson 

 27 Marlene Acus 

 31 Jeff  Firestone 

 

Aug 10 Kenny Brown 

 18 Shirley Schlafman 

 25 Barbara Bush 

  

Sep 1 Stefan Riselay 

 3 Peter Bletzinger 

 5 Steve Warthman 

 8 Denise Lo Cicéro 

  Mary Rust 

 9 Woody Ensor 

 12 Ray Acus 

  Pat Biggs 

 19 Joyce Lawler 

 21 Elizabeth Thomas 

 23 Joy King 

 24 Elaine Brown 

 25 Andy Cook 

 27 John Haynes 

 29 Pam Botts 

 

 

  

   

Dear all, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful 

flowers that graced a Sunday service.  

They were presented by Julie and Kenny 

Brown in memory of Bennie Grimes.  

They brightened my day.  Thanks for 

thinking of me. 

    Jane Arnold 

 

Our church folk enjoying fellowship and a  

walleye dinner at The Tavernette Inn on a  

delightful June evening.  
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July 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 

 
 

10:15 am  

Worship with  

Communion 

 

2 
10:00 am 

Bells workshop 

3 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

 

 

4 
Office Closed 

for Holiday 

5 
1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

6 7 

8 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship  

9 
1:00 am   

St Vincent Cooks 

 

5:30 pm St Vincent 

Servers 

10 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

11 
10:00 Operations 

Mtg.(BR) 

12 
1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

 

2:15 pm CLS  

meeting (BR) 

13 14 

15 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship  

16 17 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

18 
10:00 am Session 

Mtg (BR) 

19 
1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

 

2:30 pm 

Board of Deacons 

Meeting (BR) 

20 21 

22 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship  

23 24 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

25 
10:00 Cook and  

11:30 Serve at  

Senior Center 

26 
1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

27 28 

29 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship  

Preacher:  Gidget 

Collins 

30 31 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   

First Presbyterian Church of  Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 am    Sunday Worship:  10:15 am 

 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Karen Cassedy 

Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Church Secretary:  Shelia Yux 

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of 

each month. Non-perishable items may be brought in any 

Sunday and placed in the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 

Canned Soups   

Canned Vegetables   

Canned Fruit 

Canned Juices                 

Canned Meats 

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 

Boxed Items 

(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 

Baby Items 

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 

Personal Hygiene Items 

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

Articles for the August 2018  

Lifeline need  to be  

in the office by July 20 .  

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex if 

you need to pick one up.        

_______________ 

 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 


